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treatise of Euclid came into our education intact and
stayed there till into the present century.

To what the Greeks had of Mathematics the new
English classical education as it got consolidated, after,
say, A.D. 1500, added all that went with the wonderful
system of calculating by giving figures a " place value "
(so that for example the figure two may mean two, or
twenty, or two hundred). We are so accustomed to
this that we take it for granted and no longer see how
wonderful it is, The Greeks and Romans and all the
ancient nations fooled round with it and got very close
to it with the method of counting of beads on strings,
etc., but they never learned how to put it on paper and
'so make the figures add and subtract and multiply in
our present marvellous and simple method of columns
and places. It was the Hindus who worked this out;
but the Arabs put the cap on it by inventing the use of
the figure zero, the round O for nothing that means
everything.

Luckily for English education, mathematics developed
side by side with classical education not as an equal
partner but as an adjacent. This was partly due to the
genius of the nation, which tends to produce men of
exception as seen in Napier, who invented logarithms,
Isaac Newton, who invented the Calculus and went in
an effortless way beyond all known boundaries, and
Halley, who invented Isaac Newton by keeping him at
work. Nor could even Halley keep him at it for good.
It is odd that Newton, who lived to a great old age, was
all done with science relatively early in life, pursued no
more discoveries, and felt proud to be in Royal Service
as the Master of the Mint.

But what made mathematics for England was its con-
nection with navigation. When the era of colonial
expansion brought England on to the seven seas, navi-
gation by means of mathematical astronomy became the
peculiar privilege and pursuit of the British. The Portu-
guese and the Spanish had only known the beginnings of